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F O R E W O R D  B Y  T H E  M A Y O R

A s  we  m a rk  t h e  t h i rd  a n n ive rs a r y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f l o o d  o f  2 0 1 0,  we  u nve i l  Wa t e r m a rk s 

a s  a  ce l e b ra t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  co m m u n i t y  a n d  a  re m e m b ra n ce  o f  t h e  vo l u n t e e r  e f fo r t s 

t h a t  p u t  o u r  c i t y  b a c k  t oge t h e r.  T h i s  a r t  i s  a  l a s t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  h ow  we  j o i n e d  h a n d s  a s 

a  c i t y  t o  h e l p  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o rs  a n d  eve n  s t ra n ge rs  e m e rge  f ro m  t h e  e x p e r i e n ce 

a n d  s h ow,  o n ce  a g a i n ,  t h a t  we  l ive  i n  a  c i t y  wh e re  c h a r i t y  a n d  co m p a s s i o n  a re  e m b e d -

d e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u re .

E a c h  o f  t h e  a r t wo rk s  i s  a b o u t  p e rs eve ra n ce ,  s t re n g t h  a n d  re s p e c t  –  t h e  p h o e n i x  r i s i n g 

f ro m  t h e  a s h e s .  T h ro u g h  Wa t e r m a rk s ,  we  h o n o r  t h e  l ive s  a n d  h o m e s  l o s t  w i t h  t h e  c re -

a t i o n  o f  q u i e t  s p a ce s  w i t h i n  o u r  p a rk s  t o  re f l e c t ,  re m e m b e r  a n d  g r i eve .   T h e s e  s a c re d 

s p a ce s  a re  a b o u t  re n ewa l  a n d  w i l l  s e r ve  a s  a  p l a ce  t o  evo ke  t h e  re s i l i e n ce  o f  o u r  fe l l ow 

Na s hv i l l i a n s . 

I  a m  p ro u d  t o  l a u n c h  t h i s  c l a s s ro o m  g u i d e  a s  a  way  t o  l e a r n  m o re  a b o u t  o u rs e lve s ,  o u r 

c i t y  a n d  i t s  re cove r y.  I  h o p e  t e a c h e rs  fo r  ye a rs  t o  co m e  w i l l  t e a c h  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t 

t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  i d e n t i t y,  co m m u n i t y  a n d  s e r v i ce  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r. 

M ayo r  Ka rl  F.  D e a n
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P U B L I C  A R T  I N  N A S H V I L L E

A  b i l l  c re a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  a r t  o rd i n a n ce  wa s  a n n o u n ce d  o n  M a rc h  24 ,  2 0 0 0,  by  t h e 

fo r m e r  M ayo r  B i l l  P u rce l l  a n d  a d o p t e d  o n  M ay  1 6 ,  2 0 0 0,  a s  B L 2 0 0 0 -2 5 0  by  t h e  M e t-

ro p o l i t a n  C o u n c i l  o f  Na s hv i l l e  a n d  D av i d s o n  C o u n t y.  T h e  o rd i n a n ce  d e d i c a t e s  o n e 

p e rce n t  ( 1% )  o f  t h e  n e t  p ro ce e d s  o f  a ny  ge n e ra l  o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  i s s u e d  fo r  co n s t r u c -

t i o n  p ro j e c t s  t o  f u n d  p u b l i c  a r t .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  p ro j e c t  m e a n s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  e re c t i o n 

o f  a ny  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g ,  s t r u c t u re ,  p a rk ,  o r  p a rk i n g  fa c i l i t y  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e 

re co n s t r u c t i o n ,  re p l a ce m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ,  re p a i r,  b e t t e r m e n t  o r  i m p rove m e n t  o f  a ny 

p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g ,  s t r u c t u re ,  p a rk  o r  p a rk i n g  fa c i l i t y  wh e re  t h e  co s t  o f  t h e  i m p rove m e n t 

e xce e d s  f i f t y  p e rce n t  ( 5 0 % )  o f  t h e  va l u e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e n t i t y.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  p e rce n t 

fo r  a r t  p ro ce s s ,  t h e  o rd i n a n ce  e x p a n d s  t h e  p u b l i c  a r t  p rog ra m  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o 

re ce ive  d o n a t i o n s  o f  c a s h  a n d /o r  t a n g i b l e  a r t  t o  f u n d  o r  p l a ce  p u b l i c  a r t  i n  Na s hv i l l e .

P U R P O S E

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a r t  p rog ra m  i s  t o  s t re n g t h e n  t h e  p o s i t ive  re p u t a t i o n  o f 

t h e  co m m u n i t y,  e n h a n ce  t h e  c iv i c  e nv i ro n m e n t ,  a n d  e n r i c h  t h e  l ive s  o f  c i t i z e n s  a n d 

v i s i t o rs  t h ro u g h  t h e  i nvo lve m e n t  o f  p ro fe s s i o n a l  a r t i s t s  t o  i n t e g ra t e  p u b l i c  a r t wo rk 

t h ro u g h o u t  M e t ro p o l i t a n  Na s hv i l l e  a n d  D av i d s o n  C o u n t y.

S i nce  Na s hv i l le’s  p u b l i c  a r t  p rog ra m  b ega n ,  mo re  t h a n  s i xte e n  p e r m a ne nt  wo rks  o f  a r t 

h ave  b e e n  a dde d  to  t he  p u b l i c  a r t  col le c t i o n .  Twe nty  ( 2 0)  a dd it i o n a l  wo rks  o f  a r t  a re  i n 

va r y i ng  st age s  o f  b e i ng  co m m i s s i o ne d ,  fa b r i cate d  a n d  i n st a l le d .  Mo re  a b o ut  t he  col le c-

t i o n  ca n  b e  fo u n d  he re :  w w w.a r t s n a s hv i l le.o rg 

O u r  go a l  i s  t o  i n t e g ra t e  a r t wo rk  i n t o  a  va r i e t y  o f  p u b l i c  s i t e s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  s o  t h a t 

eve r y  c i t i z e n  c a n  e x p e r i e n ce  c u l t u ra l  e n r i c h m e n t  a n d  e n h a n ce m e n t  o f  o u r  p a rk s ,  l i -

b ra r i e s ,  ro a dways ,  m a s s  t ra n s i t  a n d  c iv i c  s p a ce s  wh i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c u l t u ra l  i d e n t i t y 

o f  o u r  c i t y.  A r t wo rk  i s  s e l e c t e d  by  c i t i z e n  s e l e c t i o n  p a n e l s  co m p r i s e d  o f  p ro fe s s i o n a l 

a r t i s t s ,  a r t s  a n d  d e s i g n  p ro fe s s i o n a l s ,  co m m u n i t y  a n d  s i t e  re p re s e n t a t ive s .  Re co m -

m e n d a t i o n s  a re  m a d e  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  A r t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  M e t ro  Na s hv i l l e  A r t s  C o m -

m i s s i o n  fo r  rev i ew  a n d  f i n a l  co m m i s s i o n .
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T H E  W A T E R M A R K S  P R O J E C T

“ T h e  M ay  20 10  f l o o d s  sh owed  th e  b rave r y ,  d e te r mi n at i o n ,  an d  s p i r it  o f  o u r  c it i ze n s  i n  th e 

face  o f  t ra ged y  an d  d evastat i o n .   P u bli c  art  i s  i nteg ral  i n  c re at i ng  a  se n se  o f  p r i d e  i n  pl ace 

an d  a  se n se  o f  re n ewal  o f  s pi r it ”  

—  Je n n i fe r  C ole,  Me t ro  A r t s  E xe c ut ive  D i re c to r

We  d e t e r m i n e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  n e i g h b o rh o o d - b a s e d  p u b l i c  a r t  wo rk s  ra t h e r  t h a n  a  s i n g l e 

d ow n t ow n  m o n u m e n t  wa s  a  g re a t e r  way  t o  h o n o r  t h e  e x p e r i e n ce s  o f  i n d iv i d u a l s  a n d 

t h e  n e i g h b o rh o o d s ,  wh o  we re  e a c h  a f fe c t e d  i n  u n i q u e  ways .

We  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  p ro j e c t  Wa t e r m a rk s  a n d  s e t  o u t  t o  co m m i s s i o n  s i x  d i f fe re n t  p u b l i c 

a r t wo rk s  i n  t h e  m o s t  f l o o d  a f fe c t e d  n e i g h b o rh o o d s .  A n  o p e n  re g i o n a l  c a l l  t o  a r t i s t s 

wa s  co n d u c t e d  a n d  u l t i m a t e ly  s i x  f i n a l i s t s  we re  c h o s e n .  E a c h  f i n a l i s t  wa s  p a i re d  w i t h 

a  n e i g h b o rh o o d  fo r  a  s e r i e s  o f  co m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g  a n d  i n p u t  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  i n fo r m e d 

t h e i r  f i n a l  d e s i g n s . 

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  e a c h  a r t wo rk  i s  t o  c re a t e  q u i e t  g a t h e r i n g  s p a ce s  i n  n e i g h b o rh o o d  p a rk s 

wh e re  fa m i l i e s  c a n  g a t h e r  t o  h o n o r,  re m e m b e r  o r  g r i eve . 

W h i le  t he re  i s  not h i ng  we  ca n  do  to  f u l ly  s ig n i f y  o u r  co m mu n ity  los s e s ;  o u r  hop e  i s  t h at 

t h ro ug h  b e auty,  t he s e  wo rks  w i l l  s how  o u r  re s i l i e nce  a n d  s p i r it  i n  t he  face  o f  c r i s i s .
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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  G U I D E

T h e  a r t  c re a t e d  fo r  t h e  Wa t e r m a rk s  p ro j e c t ,  a t  i t s  co re ,  i s  a b o u t  i d e n t i t y.   W h o  we  we re 

b e fo re  t h e  f l o o d ,  wh o  a re  we  n ow  t h a t  t h e  f l o o d  h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  a n d  wh o  w i l l  we  c h o o s e 

t o  b e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d eva s t a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  t o u c h e d  o u r  l ive s .   No t  o n ly  d o  t h e  co m m u n i -

t i e s  i m p a c t e d  by  t h i s  eve n t  h ave  t o  a s k  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l s  i nvo lve d 

m u s t  a s k  t h a t  o f  t h e m s e lve s .  

I d e n t i t y  i s  a  m aj o r  t h e m e  i n  t h e  l i fe  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s .   T h ey  co n n e c t  w i t h  t h e 

i d e a  o f  f i n d i n g  wh o  t h ey  a re  a s  i t  re l a t e s  t o  t h e m  a s  a n  i n d iv i d u a l ,  a  fa m i ly,  a  co m m u -

n i t y,  a n d  f ro m  a  g l o b a l  p e rs p e c t ive .   E a c h  wo rk  co n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  Wa t e r m a rk s  p ro j e c t 

h a s  a  s t o r y  t o  s h a re  w i t h  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  a r t  s t u d e n t ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  s t o r y  t o  i n s p i re  t h e 

s t u d e n t  t o  p u rs u e  a  d e e p e r  u n d e rs t a n d  o f  t h e m s e lve s .   T h e  l e s s o n s  co n n e c t e d  w i t h 

e a c h  wo rk  a re  d e s i g n e d  t o  e x p l o re  t h i s  t h e m e  o f  I D E N T I T Y.   T h e re  a re  w r i t i n g  o p p o r t u -

n i t i e s ,  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  s t u d i o  co n n e c t i o n s .   S c i e n ce ,  m a t h ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  a n d 

o t h e r  c ro s s  c u r r i c u l a r  co n n e c t i o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  i n d iv i d u a l i z e  t h e  l e s s o n s .  

A n  i n t e r n e t  re s o u rce  h a s  b e e n  c re a t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l o re  Wa t e r m a rk s .   T h e re  a re  l i n k s 

t o  i n fo r m a t i o n  co n ce r n i n g  t h e  f l o o d ,  t h e  a r t i s t s  i nvo lve d ,  a n d  M e t ro  A r t s .   T h e re  a re 

a l s o  i m a ge s  o f  t h e  wo rk  b e i n g  c re a t e d  fo r  Wa t e r m a rk s .   T h e  h o p e  i s  t h a t  t e a c h e rs  c a n 

u s e  t h i s  re s o u rce  t o  c re a t e  a  u n i t  t o  p u rs u e  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  I D E N T I T Y,  a n d  t o  u s e  l o c a l 

p u b l i c  a r t  t o  i n s p i re  a n d  c h a l l e n ge  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  t o  g re a t n e s s .  

Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t :  wa t e r m a rk s n a s hv i l l e . b l og s p o t .co m /

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Te d  E d i n ge r,  E l e m e n t a r y  A r t  Te a c h e r

Te d  m ove d  t o  Na s hv i l l e  i n  1 9 9 7  t o  b e g i n  h i s  c a re e r  a s  a n  e d u c a t o r.   H e   h a s  b e e n  i n -

vo lve d  i n  a r t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  va r i e t y  o f  c a p a c i t i e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l eve l s .  

B l og g i n g ,  c u r r i c u l u m  d eve l o p m e n t ,  s t a n d a rd s  w r i t i n g ,  l e a d i n g  p ro fe s s i o n a l  d eve l o p -

m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d ay  t o  d ay  o f  b e i n g  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  a r t 

t e a c h e r  a re  a  j oy  &  p a s s i o n  fo r  M r.  E  ( a s  h e  i s  k n ow n  by  m o s t ) .  S t a t e  S t a n d a rd s  Wr i t i n g 

Te a m ,  S t a t e  Re p re s e n t a t ive  fo r  S e t t i n g  t h e  C u t  S co re  fo r  t h e  A r t  E d u c a t i o n  P R A X I S,  

S t a t e  Te x t  B o o k  Ad o p t i o n  Te a m ,  T N  E l e m e n t a r y  A r t  Te a c h e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r  2 0 1 1-2 0 1 2 ,  Vo t -

e d  i n  t h e  To p  1 0  A r t  E d u c a t i o n  B l og s  2 0 1 1-2 0 1 3 ,  S e s s i o n  S p e a ke r  fo r  NA E A  C o nve n t i o n 

2 0 1 3  a re  s o m e  o f  t h e  re cog n i t i o n  M r.  E  h a s  g a r n e re d  ove r  h i s  c a re e r  t h u s  fa r.  
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I n  a  3 6 - h o u r  p e r i o d ,  Na s hv i l l e  s h a t t e re d  n e a rly  eve r y  ra i n fa l l  re co rd  co n ce iva b l e  a s 

t h e  s k i e s  o p e n e d  u p  i n  a  s e e m i n g ly  n eve r- e n d i n g  t o r re n t .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  a n  ave ra ge 

o f  14  t o  1 5  i n c h e s  fe l l  a c ro s s  m u c h  o f  M i d d l e  a n d  We s t  Te n n e s s e e ,  w i t h  s o m e  a re a s  ge t-

t i n g  m o re  t h a n  2 0  i n c h e s .

O u t  o f  2 0  g a u ge s  t h a t  m o n i t o r  r ive r  l e ve l s  i n  M i d d l e  Te n n e s s e e ,  1 3  s h owe d  t h e  h i g h -

e s t  l eve l s  eve r ;  s eve ra l  o t h e rs  we re  s we p t  away  by  f l o o dwa t e rs ;  a n d  s o m e  wa t e rs  ro s e 

a b ove  t h e  g a u ge s ’  a b i l i t y  t o  m e a s u re  wa t e r  l eve l s .  T h e  C u m b e rl a n d  R ive r  i n  d ow n t ow n 

Na s hv i l l e  c re s t e d  a t  5 1 . 8 6  fe e t  o n  M ay  2  —  a l m o s t  1 2  fe e t  a b ove  i t s  f l o o d  s t a ge .

I n  t h o s e  t wo  d ays  a l o n e ,  Na s hv i l l e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  re co rd e d  1 3 . 5 7  i n c h e s  o f  ra i n , 

b e a t i n g  t h e  p rev i o u s  m o n t h ly  re co rd  fo r  M ay,  wh i c h  h a d  b e e n  1 1 .0 4  i n c h e s .

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  Fo u n d a t i o n  o f  M i d d l e  Te n n e s s e e  re ce ive d  $ 14  m i l l i o n  i n  d o n a t i o n s 

f ro m  i n d iv i d u a l s  a n d  eve n t s . 

Vo l u n t e e r s ,  l a rge ly  o rg a n i z e d  by  H a n d s  O n  Na s hv i l l e ,  d o n a t e d  3 3 2 ,7 5 6  h o u rs  o f  t h e i r 

t i m e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  va r i o u s  re cove r y  p ro j e c t s .  S o m e  2 5 , 870  vo l u n t e e rs  h e l p e d  w i t h 

c l e a n u p  a n d  re p a i rs .

T h e  M ay  2 0 1 0  f l o o d  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  h ave  c a u s e d  m o re  t h a n  $ 2  b i l l i o n  i n  d a m a ge  t o 

h o m e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  i n f ra s t r u c t u re  i n  Na s hv i l l e  a l o n e  —  t h e  e q u iva l e n t  o f  a n  e n t i re 

ye a r ’s  e co n o my  i n  t h e  c i t y.

A l m o s t  1 1 ,0 0 0  p ro p e r t i e s  we re  d a m a ge d  o r  d e s t roye d  i n  t h e  f l o o d i n g .  M o re  t h a n  h a l f 

o f  t h o s e  we re  o u t s i d e  o f  wh a t  wa s  co n s i d e re d  t h e  1 0 0 -ye a r  f l o o d  p l a i n .  1 0,0 0 0  p e o p l e 

we re  d i s p l a ce d  f ro m  t h e i r  h o m e s .

T we n t y- fo u r  p e o p l e  d i e d  in the May 2010 f lood in Tennessee, 11 in Davidson County alone. 

All but one of the victims were killed by being swept away or overcome by f loodwaters. 

2 ,7 7 3  b u s i n e s s e s  we re  fo rce d  t o  c l o s e  temporarily or permanently because of f lood 

damage,  affecting at  least 14 ,499 employee s and costing $3.6 billion in lost annual revenue.

M e t ro  P u b l i c  Wo rk s  e m p l oye e s  wo rke d  a ro u n d  t h e  c l o c k  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a f t e r m a t h 

o f  t h e  s t o r m  t o  re m ove  d e b r i s  f ro m  h o m e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e t t i n g  u p  s eve ra l  s t a g i n g 

a re a s  a c ro s s  t h e  co u n t y,  e m p l oye e s  re m ove d  3 3 3 ,0 0 0  c u b i c  ya rd s  o f  d e b r i s

O N  A P R I L  3 0 ,  2 0 1 0 ,  I T  S T A R T E D  R A I N I N G . . .
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N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
W E S T  H A M I L T O N / W H I T E S  C R E E K



8

E M E R G E N C E
B u d dy  Ja c k s o n  |  Na s hv i l l e ,  T N.

H A RT M A N  PA R K

F ro m  e m e rg e n c y  c o m e s  e m e rg e n c e ,  B u d dy  Ja c k s o n’s  a r t wo rk  i s  a  l a rg e  f a c e  o f  a n 

A f r i c a n -A m e r i c a n  wo m a n  e m e rg i n g  f ro m  t h e  e a r t h .  T h i s  f a c e  s e r ve s  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f 

e ve r y  i n d iv i d u a l ’s  s t o r y  o f  d a n g e r,  l o s s ,  s t re n g t h  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p u s h  t h ro u g h 

t h e  s e t b a c k s  c a u s e d  b y  b o t h  n a t u re  a n d  m a n ,  e m e rg i n g  s t ro n g  a n d  p ro u d  f ro m  t h e 

s w i rl i n g  wa t e r s .

“ I  l e a r n e d  at  th e  co m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g ,  th at  u nl i k e  o th e r  a re a s  o f  N a shv ill e ,  th e  f l o o d  i s  v e r y 

m u c h  s t il l  i n  th e  B o rd e a u x  co m m u n i t y .  T h i s  p r i m a r il y  Af r i c a n-Am e r i c a n  co m m u n i t y  wa s 

o n e  o f,  i f  n o t  th e ,  h a rd e s t  h i t  b y  th e  f l o o d ,  th e  r i s i n g  wate rs ,  a n d  th e  af te r m ath  o f  th i s  d i -

s a s te r.  M a n y  h o m e s  s t il l  re m ai n  a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  m a n y  p e o pl e  a re  s t il l  s t r u g gl i n g  to  f i n d 

re s ol u t i o n .  I  al s o  d i s cov e re d  a  v e r y  s t ro n g  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  i n  th e  co m m u n i t y  o f  B o rd e a u x , 

p r i d e  i n  h ow  th e  p e o pl e  o f  th e  co m m u n i t y  o p e n e d  sh el te rs  a n d  h el p  c e n te rs  i n  a re a s 

ov e rl o o k e d  b y  th e  s y s te m .  I  a d m i re  th e  co m m u n i t y’s  d e te r m i n at i o n  th at  th e y  w ill  e m e rg e 

f ro m  th e  wate r  i n t a c t ,  m a d e  wh ol e ,  a n d  s t ro n g e r  th a n  ev e r . ”

—  B u d dy  Ja c k s o n

A r t wo rk :  c a s t  wa t e r- i m p e r m e a b l e  co n c re t e ,  3 . 5 ’  h  x  8’  w  x  5 ’d

E m e rge n ce  i n  p rog re s s :
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R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  H ow  d o e s  a  fa ce  re p re s e n t  m o re  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  p e rs o n  i t  i s  a t t a c h e d?

•  W h a t  d o  yo u  fe e l  t h e  fa ce  i n  E m e rge n ce  i s  “s ay i n g ”  t o  t h e  v i ewe r ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge  o f  E m e rge n ce ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e -

s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :  

W h a t  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.



1 0

S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :   P U T T I N G  A  FAC E  O N  T H I N G S

M e d i a :  D raw i n g  ( K- 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   Rev i ew  p o r t ra i t s /s e l f- p o r t ra i t s .

•   D i s c u s s  o b j e c t s  t h a t  co u l d  re p re s e n t  t h e m  a n d  why  ( s u n ,  t re e ,  c a r. .e t c ) .

•   C re a t e  a  s e l f- p o r t ra i t  p l a c i n g  t h e i r  fa ce  o n  t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  o b j e c t .

•   F i n i s h  wo rk  u s i n g  t e a c h e r  s e l e c t e d  m e d i a  ( c rayo n s ,  m a rke rs ,  co l o re d  p e n c i l s )

•   ( 2 n d - 5 t h )  Wr i t e  a  p a ra g ra p h  o n  why  t h ey  s e l e c t e d  t h e  o b j e c t  t h ey  d i d ,  a n d  h ow  t h a t 

o b j e c t  re f l e c t s  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l i t y.

L E S S O N  2 :   M A S K I N G  A N  E M O T I O N / I D E A

M e d i a :  P a p e r  M a c h e  ( 2 n d - 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  h ow  p e o p l e  e x p re s s  e m o t i o n  t h ro u g h  t h e i r  fa ce .

•   G ro u p  co l o rs  i n t o  e m o t i o n a l  c a t e go r y ’s  ( a n ge r =  re d ,  o ra n ge ,  ye l l ow. .e t c )

•   C re a t e  a  p a p e r  m a c h e  e m o t i o n  m a s k .  

•   P a i n t  t h e i r  m a s k  t o  re i n fo rce  t h e  e m o t i o n  t h ey  we re  t r y i n g  t o  p o r t ray.

•   Wr i t e  a  p a ra g ra p h  o n  t h e  e m o t i o n  t h ey  c h o s e ,  h ow  t h e i r  wo rk  d e p i c t s  t h a t  e m o t i o n , 

a n d  wh a t  wo u l d  c a u s e  t h e m  t o  h ave  t h a t  e m o t i o n . 

L E S S O N  3 :   P H O T O G R A P H I N G  T E M P O R A RY  I N S TA L L AT I O N 

* T h i s  m ay  n o t  b e  a n  o p t i o n  fo r  yo u r  s t u d e n t s .   S o m e  s c h o o l s  d o  h ave  c l a s s  s e t s  o f 

d i g i t a l  c a m e ra s .  I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h ave  a cce s s  t o  a  c l a s s  s e t ,  yo u  c a n  u s e  a n  i n d iv i d u a l 

c a m e ra  a n d  a l l ow  s t u d e n t s  t o  p h o t og ra p h  t h e i r  ow n  wo rk .   I f  t h i s  i s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n ,  yo u 

c a n  h ave  s t u d e n t  d o  a  d raw i n g  o f  t h e i r  m a s k  i n  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  t h ey  h ave  c h o s e n .  



1 1

N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
W E S T  N A S H V I L L E / D E L R A Y



1 2

A N C H O R  I N  T H E  S T O R M
B e t t y  a n d  L e e  B e n s o n  |  Na s hv i l l e ,  T N.

W E S T  PA R K

T h i s  p i e ce  i s  co n ce ive d  o n  t h e  t i e s  b e t we e n  t h e  We s t  P a rk  Ne i g h b o rh o o d  a n d  t h e  Rog-

e rs  G ro u p  L i m e s t o n e  Q u a r r y  t h a t  i s  n e a r by.  D u r i n g  t h e  f l o o d ,  a  m a s s ive  c reva s s e  i n  a 

5 0 0  fo o t  l i m e s t o n e  wa l l  re c h a n n e l e d  70 0  b i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  o f  f l o o d  wa t e rs  f ro m  t h e  co m -

m u n i t y ’s  h o m e s  i n t o  t h e  q u a r r y.

T h e  a r t i s t s ’  s ay,  “ O u r  w o rk  s e ek s  to  d raw  at te n t i o n  to  th e  rel at i o n sh i p  b e t w e e n  th e  We s t 

P a rk  co m m u n i t y  a n d  th e  q u a r r y  th at  a re  n ow  i n e x t r i c a bl y  l i n k e d  to  o n e  a n o th e r.  T h e 

q u a r r y  pl a y e d  a  l i fe s av i n g  rol e  i n  th e  ev e n t .  We  s e e  th e  raf t  a s  a  pl a c e  wh e re  p e o pl e  c a n 

g ath e r,  s i t  a n d  b u il d  co m m u n i t y . “

—  B e t t y  a n d  L e e  B e n s o n

A r t wo rk :  k i l n  d r i e d  wo o d ,  l i m e s t o n e  b o u l d e r  ( q u a r r i e d  f ro m  Roge rs  G ro u p,  I n c .  R E O 
S t o n e  L i m e s t o n e  Q u a r r y)  a n d  a n c h o r  c h a i n ;  4’  h  x  7 ’  w

A r t i s t  L e e  B e n s o n  w i t h  A n c h o r  i n  t h e  S t o r m  i n  p rog re s s :



1 3

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  W h a t  co u l d  t h e  ro c k  s y m b o l i z e  i n  t h i s  p i e ce?

•  W hy  wo u l d  a  ra f t  b e  t i e d  t o  a  ro c k?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r 

i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :   W h a t  d o  yo u 

t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.
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S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :   W H AT  F L OAT S  M Y  B OAT ?

M e d i a :  D raw i n g  ( K- 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   L o o k  a t  e x a m p l e s  o f  wa t e rs c a p e s  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s .

•   ( 2 n d - 5 t h  o n ly)   D i s c u s s  t h i n g s  i n  t h e i r  l i fe  t h a t  h e l p  t h e m  ge t  t h ro u g h  t o u g h /s c a r y   

   t i m e s ,  a n d  ge n e ra t e  a  l i s t .  O f  wo rd s?

•   ( K-1 s t )  C re a t e  a  wa t e rs c a p e  w i t h  a  b o a t .

•   (2nd-5th) Create a waterscape with a boat that incorporate s the words from the created  

   l ist .   The words can be placed in the water,  make up the body of the boat,  or the sail .  

•   Use teacher’s  choice of media to complete work (crayons,  markers,  colored pencils. .etc)

L E S S O N  2 :   RO U G H  S E A S

M e d i a :  M i xe d  M e d i a  ( P a i n t i n g /C o l l a ge )  (  K- 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  m a d ,  a n g r y,  co n f u s i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  e m o t i o n s  a s  t h ey  re l a t e  t o  co l o r  a n d  a r t .

•  Draw a stormy waterscape using the markings discussed to display their chosen emotion.  

•   P a i n t  t h e i r  wa t e rs c a p e  u s i n g  t h e  co l o rs  d i s c u s s e d   t o  d i s p l ay  t h e i r  c h o s e n  e m o t i o n .

•   C re a t e  a  co l l a ge  b o a t  t o  p l a ce  i n t o  t h e i r  a r t  wo rk .

•   ( 2 n d - 5 t h )  Wr i t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  m i xe d  m e d i a  wo rk  t h e  e m o t i o n  t h ey  s h a re d .   S t u d e n t s  

   w i l l  fo c u s  o n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  co l o rs  a n d  l i n e  q u a l i t y  a n d  h ow  t h ey  re p re s e n t  t h e  

   s e l e c t e d  e m o t i o n .

L E S S O N  3 :   3 - D  R A F T  O F  M E

M e d i a :  S c u l p t u re  ( 2 n d - 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  3 - D  a r t  a n d  why  a r t i s t s  wo u l d  c h o s e  t o  wo rk  i n  3 - D  ra t h e r  t h a n  2 - D.

•  Discuss what it means to believe in one’s self, and generate a list of attributes they value in  

   themselves and others.  

•   C re a t e  a  3 - D  ra f t  a n d  s a i l  u s i n g  co n s t r u c t i o n  p a p e r.  

•   Incorporate the words they feel  be st ref lect their positive qualitie s onto the raft  & sail .
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N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
B E L L E V U E



1 6

H A R P E T H  K N O L L  PA R K

Craig Nutt’s work is a bench seat derived from maps of the May 2010 f lood in Bellevue. A blue 

line atop the bench traces the riverbed of the Harpeth River as it winds through Bellevue. 

A r t i st  C ra ig  Nut t  w r ite s  a b o ut  h i s  ex p e r i e nce  p a r t i c ip at i ng  i n  t he  B e l lev ue  co m mu n ity 

me e t i ng ,  “ …f l o o d  exp e r i e n ces  ranged  f ro m  h elp i ng  n eigh b o rs  to  th e  l o ss  o f  famil y  m e m b e rs . 

T h e  p art i c i p ant s  p o rt ray ed  a  co m mu nit y  th at  i s  n eigh b o rl y ,  resol ute ,  resil i e nt  an d  p ro u d  o f 

th e  way  th e y  p ull ed  toge th e r  d u r i ng  an d  af te r  th e  f l o o d …n ot  v i c t i m s ,  b ut  su r v ivo rs . ”

B E L L E V U E  B E N C H  M A R K
C ra i g  N u t t  |  K i n g s t o n  S p r i n g s ,  T N.

A r t wo rk :  a p p rox i m a t e ly  4’ h  x  1 5 ’ w  x  8’d ;  p o lyc h ro m e  co n c re t e 

B e l l ev u e  B e n c h  M a rk  i n  p rog re s s :
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R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  H ow  c a n  f u n c t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  s t i l l  b e  a r t ?

•  W h a t  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  h ave  a r t i s t i c  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c s?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r 

i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :   W h a t  d o  yo u 

t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.
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S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :   M I M E T I C  B U I L D I N G  W/ L A N D S C A P E

M e d i a :  D raw i n g  ( 1 s t- 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   B e  i n t ro d u ce d  t o  m i m e t i c  a rc h i t e c t u re ,  a n d  s e e  e x a m p l e s .

•   D i s c u s s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m i m e t i c  a rc h i t e c t u re .

•   B ra i n s t o r m  i d e a s  fo r  m i m e t i c  a rc h i t e c t u re ,  a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

•   Review landscape s,  and look at the 3 parts to a landscape (foreground, middle ground,  

   and background).

•   Create a mimetic building within a landscape.

•   Write a de scription of the function & purpose of the structure.

L E S S O N  2 :   I N N OVAT I O N  C R E AT I O N

M e d i a :  C o l l a ge  ( 1 s t- 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  t h e  d i f fe re n ce s  b e t we e n  i nve n t i o n  a n d  i n n ova t i o n .

•   Rev i ew  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  m i m e t i c ,  a n d  m a ke  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e r m .

•   D e s i g n  a  m i m e t i c  i n n ova t i o n  t o  a n  eve r yd ay  o b j e c t .

•   Wr i t e  a n  a dve r t i s e m e n t  fo r  t h e i r  m i m e t i c  i n n ova t i o n .

L E S S O N  3 :   C H A I R” I S H ”  M E

M e d i a :  S c u l p t u re  ( 2 n d - 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•  L o o k  a t  a n d  d i s c u s s  e x a m p l e s  o f  m i m e t i c  c h a i rs .

•   Rev i ew  f u n c t i o n a l  a r t .

•   S ke t c h  a  m i m e t i c  c h a i r  d e s i g n s .  

•   C re a t e  t h e i r  m i m e t i c  c h a i r  o u t  o f  p a p e r  m a c h e .  

•   Wr i t e  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h a i r  &  why  t h ey  c h o s e  t h e  m i m e t i c  e l e m e n t  t h ey  u s e d . 



1 9

N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
A N T I O C H / B L U E  H O L E  R O A D



2 0

A N T I O C H  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R

Liquid 615 is made up of 240 hand-blown glass drops hanging in two rows from galvanized 

silver pipes attached to the community center building. They are illuminated at night from 

within the pipe with LED lighting so that each glass drop is lit.

Artist Michael Allison says, “The drops obviously represent the flood waters, but also the tears of 

the individuals in the Antioch community. The drops, especially when lit ,  look beautiful and en-

courage the community to find beauty again in this essential life giving force. When I was in the 

community gathering meeting , I was so struck by the relief coordinator’s stories of the commu-

nity’s strength and perseverance after the flood in Antioch. These individual drops are all held 

together by galvanized, strong metal to represent this bond that held the community together in 

the aftermath of such tragedy.” 

L I Q U I D  6 1 5
M i c h a e l  A l l i s o n  |  Na s hv i l l e ,  T N.

A r t wo rk :  5 0’  w  x  1’d ;  g l a s s ,  g a lva n i z e d  p i p e  a n d  L E D  l i g h t i n g  

L i q u i d  6 1 5  i n  p rog re s s :



2 1

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  W hy  i s  wa t e r  i m p o r t a n t ?

•  W h a t  c a n  wa t e r  s y m b o l i z e  i n  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r 

i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :   W h a t  d o  yo u 

t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.



2 2

S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :   W H AT ’ S  I M P O RTA N T  T O  M E ?

M e d i a :  D raw i n g  ( K- 5 t h )  [ C h o i ce  o f  D raw i n g  M e d i a ]

T h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  a re  l i ke  wa t e r  &  we  co u l d  n o t  ( o r  wo u l d 

n o t  wa n t  t o )  l ive  w i t h o u t  t h e m .   W h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  yo u?

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   C re a t e  a  l i s t  o f  p e o p l e ,  p l a ce s ,  a n d /o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e m .

•   S e l e c t  5  i t e m s  f ro m  t h e i r  l i s t  a n d  d o  q u i c k  s ke t c h e s .

•   R e c r e a t e  i t e m s  o n  w a t e r  d r o p  s h a p e d  p a p e r ( e a c h  w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a s  a  

  m i n i a t u r e  w o r k .

•   C o l o r  i t e m s  u s i n g  m o n o c h ro m a t i c  b l u e . 

•   G l u e  d ro p s  o n  b l u e  co n s t r u c t i o n  p a p e r.  

•   D i s p l ay  p ro j e c t s  h o r i z o n t a l ly  t oge t h e r  fo r  i m p a c t  &  t o  m i m i c  A l l i s o n’s  wo rk  .

L E S S O N  2 :   WAT E R  B O T T L E  WAT E R  D RO P S  O F  I M P O RTA N C E

M e d i a :  P a p e r  M a c h e  ( 2 n d - 5 t h )  [ P l a s t e r  Wra p s  C o u l d  B e  S u b s t i t u t e d ]

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  Wa n t s  &  Ne e d s ,  a n d  ge n e ra t e  p e rs o n a l  l i s t s  fo r  b o t h .

•  C re a t e  g ra p h  u s i n g  a n s we rs  f ro m  ge n e ra t e d  l i s t s .

•   C re a t e  wa t e r  d ro p s  u s i n g  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s ,  p l a s t i c  w ra p,   g l u e ,  t a p e  a n d  t i s s u e  p a p e r.

•   Write wants on one color of  tissue paper,  and needs on another color of  tissue paper  

   using Sharpie.

•   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  a t t a c h  t h e i r  wa n t s  a n d  n e e d s  t o  t h e  b a s e  co a t  o f  t i s s u e  p a p e r.  

•   S u s p e n d  wo rk  u s i n g  c l e a r  f i s h i n g  l i n e  t o  c re a t e  a  d i s p l ay  t h a t  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  i s  fa l l i n g  

   f ro m  t h e  s k y. 

L E S S O N  3 :   F I L L  M Y  C U P

M e d i a :  M i xe d  M e d i a  ( P a i n t i n g /C o l l a ge )   ( 1 s t  -  5 t h )  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   D i s c u s s  &  ge n e ra t e  l i s t s  o f  wo rd s  o f  e n co u ra ge m e n t  &  p o s i t ive  p e rs o n a l  d e s c r i p t o rs .  

•   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  t a ke  t wo  p a ge s  a n d  we t  m e d i a  s a fe  p a p e r,  a n d  w r i t e  t h e i r  wo rd s  t h a t  

  t h ey  co n n e c t  w i t h  m o s t  u s i n g  a  S h a r p i e  ( t h i n  l i n e  m i g h t  b e  b e s t  fo r  t h i s  p ro j e c t ) .  

•   Use a watercolor wash to paint over their page s (each page should be a different color) . 

•   Us e  o n e  s h e e t  o f  p a i n t e d  p a p e r  t o  b e co m e  t h e i r  b a c k g ro u n d  &  t h e  o t h e r  t o  c u t  o u t  a  

   c yl i n d e r/g l a s s  s h a p e .  

•  D i s c u s s  how  to  c re ate  t he  i l lu s i o n  o f  a  cle a r  g l a s s  t h ro ug h  d raw i ng  &  c re ate  t he i r  g l a s s. 

•   Us e  co l o re d  p e n c i l s /wa t e rco l o r  p e n c i l s  t o  s h a d e  &  f u r t h e r  p u s h  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  a  3 - D  

   g l a s s  s e t t i n g  o n  a  s u r fa ce . 



2 3

N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
P E N N I N G T O N  B E N D / O P R Y L A N D



2 4

T WO  R I V E R S  PA R K

Derek Coté’s “piers”  serve as benche s and are intended to provide a place for visitors 

to stop and ref lect on the beauty and physical  pre sence of the Cumberland River.  The 

benche s are situated on a slope above the river and provide a le ss obstructed view of the 

river and the surrounding area. 

The artwork’s most prominent feature is a series of four, fifteen foot windsocks each custom 

printed with adjectives that describe both the river and/or the residents of Donelson: Re-

spect, Strength, Spirit,  Depth. These adjectives universally illustrate the river and the people 

of this neighborhood.  

Coté says, “The aim of this artwork is to celebrate the inherent power and peacefulness of the Cum-

berland River and the people of Donelson who live with the Cumberland River on a daily basis.”

P I E R
D e re k  C o t é  |  D e t ro i t ,  M I .

A r t wo rk :  4  –  1 5 ’  h  w i n d s o c k s  o n  wo o d  b e n c h e s

P i e r  i n  p rog re s s :



2 5

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  W hy  d o /d o n’ t  yo u  co n s i d e r  t h i s  a r t ?

•   H ow  d o e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t e x t  e n h a n ce / h i n d e r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  p i e ce?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r 

i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :   W h a t  d o  yo u 

t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.



2 6

S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :   I  A M  U N I Q U E !   ( K- 5 T H )

M e d i a :  D raw i n g   (  C rayo n s ,  M a rke rs ,  o r  C o l o re d  Pe n c i l s  )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   L i s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  a re  i nvo lve d  w i t h  ( s p o r t s ,  m u s i c . .e t c ) ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  e n j oy  

  d o i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  f avo r i t e  t h i n g s .

•   Rev i ew  s e l f- p o r t ra i t s ,  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n ce  i n  a r t .

•   C re a t e  a  s e l f- p o r t ra i t  t h a t  co n t a i n s  i t e m s  t h a t  g ive  i n s i g h t  t o  wh o  t h ey  a re .

•   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  f i n i s h  t h e  wo rk  by  u s i n g  c rayo n s ,  m a rke rs ,  o r  co l o re d  p e n c i l s .

L E S S O N  2 :   W I N D  S O C K  WO R D  P O RT R A I T S  ( 2 N D -  5 T H )

M e d i a :  P a p e r  S c u l p t u re  ( S c ra p b o o k  P a p e r,  C o n s t r u c t i o n  P a p e r,  D raw i n g  P a p e r)    

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   B e  i nt ro duce d  to  t he  te r m s  k i ne t i c  e ne rg y  &  k i ne t i c  a r t ,  a n d  lo ok  at  exa mp le s  o f  b ot h .

•   B ra i n s t o r m  a d j e c t ive s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  t h e m s e lve s ,  a n d  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  t o p  f ive  wo rd s  

  t h a t  b e s t  re p re s e n t  wh o  t h ey  a re .

•   C re a t e  s e l f- p o r t ra i t  wo rd  a r t  u s i n g  t h e  a d j e c t ive s  t h ey ’ve  c h o s e n .   Wo rk  w i l l  b e  

  c re a t e d  o n  1 2 x 1 2  ( o r  9 x 9  i f  1 2 x 1 2  i s  n o t  ava i l a b l e )  p a p e r.   Te a c h e r ’s  d i s c re t i o n  o n  t h e  

  m e a n s  d raw i n g  i m p l e m e n t  a n d  m e a n s  o f  co l o r i n g .  

•   C u t  t h e  s q u a re  i n t o  a  c i rc l e ,  a n d  t h e n  m a ke  a  c u t  t o  t h e  ce n t e r  o f  t h e  c i rc l e .  T h i s  w i l l  

  a l l ow  fo r  i t  t o  b e  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  co n e  s h a p e .  

•   ( o p t i o n a l )  At t a c h  s t re a m e rs  d o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  co n e .   D i s c u s s  co l o rs  t h a t  re p re s e n t  

  m o o d s /e m o t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e s t  re p re s e n t  t h e m .  

•   C re a t e  a  m e a n s  o f  h a n g i n g  co n e  (w i n d  s o c k ) .  D i s p l ay  wo rk  i n  a n  a re a  t h a t  h a s  h i g h  

  “ t ra f f i c ”  t o  h e l p  c re a t e  m ove m e n t  i n  t h e  a r t  p i e ce s .  

L E S S O N  3 :   M OV I N G  M E  ( K- 5 T H )

M e d i a :  P a i n t i n g  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   L o o k  a t  &  d i s c u s s  D y n a m i s m  o f  a  D og  o n  a  L e a s h  ( 1 9 1 2 )  by  G i a co m o  B a l l a .

•   D i s c u s s  favo r i t e  a c t iv i t i e s  t h a t  h ave  t h e m  i n  m o t i o n  (  s p o r t s ,  g a m e s ,  wa l k i n g ,  p l ay) .

•   D raw  t h e m s e lve s  i n  m o t i o n  d o i n g  a  c h o s e n  a c t iv i t y.

•   Rev i ew  p a i n t i n g  p ra c t i ce s .  

•   P a i n t  t h e i r  wo rk  i n  t e a c h e r  s e l e c t e d  p a i n t /we t  m e d i a .  

•   Wr i t e  a n  a r t i s t  s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  wo rk .



2 7

N E I G H B O R H O O D :  
E A S T  N A S H V I L L E



2 8

S H E L B Y  B O T T O M S  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E

Referencing the tremendous clean-up efforts by the community and volunteers, Fennel’s 

sculpture, entitled Tool Fire, is a construction of hand tools over the existing fire pit next to 

the suspension bridge. The shape of each panel will be built from tools welded together and 

painted black. Fennell intends the artwork to look like “waves within the fire.”

Fennell was inspired by the stories he heard from the community about neighbors pitching 

in to clear houses of wet drywall and carpet. They would use any hand tools they could find 

and would leave them piled up in the streets for the next volunteer crew to use. 

T O O L  F I R E
C h r i s  Fe n n e l l  |  B i r m i n g h a m ,  A L

Artwork: 12’  h x 10’ w, 7 ’  diameter;  welded metal hand tools,  metal pipe, paint

To o l  F i re  i n  p rog re s s :



2 9

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

•  H ow  d o  f i re  a n d  t h e  f l o o d s  co n n e c t  i n  t h i s  p i e ce?

•   H ow  d o  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  p i e ce  i m p a c t  i t s  m e a n i n g?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t  i m p a c t  t h e  a r t ?

•  H ow  d o e s  t h e  a r t  i m p a c t  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t ?  

•  D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a  wh o l e  g ro u p  s e t t i n g  o r  i n  s m a l l  g ro u p s  o f  2  o r 

3  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u  k n ow  yo u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  dy n a m i c  o f  yo u r  c l a s s ro o m .   B o t h  m e t h -

o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h ave  va l u e . 

W R I T I N G  E X E R C I S E :

A f t e r  d i s p l ay i n g  t h e  i m a ge ,  a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  2  o r  3  s e n t e n ce s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r 

i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i m a ge .   Q u e s t i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g :   W h a t  d o  yo u 

t h i n k  t h i s  p i e ce  o f  a r t  i s  a b o u t ?   W hy  i s  t h e  a r t  wo rk  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n?  

*Allowing for writing in the art  room allows for all  students to develop their ideas on art 

beyond just giving a select few the opportunity to share their thoughts in class.   Having 

word banks/word walls for students to pull  from will  take some of the fear out of  writing.



3 0

S T U D I O  P R O J E C T ( S ) :

L E S S O N  1 :  T H E  E L E M E N T S

M e d i a :  P a p e r  S c u l p t u re  ( 2 n d - 5 t h )

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•   L e a r n  a b o ut  t he  fo u r  e le me nt s  ( E a r t h ,  Wate r,  A i r,  a n d  F i re )  ,  a n d  t he i r  u s e /i mp o r t a nce  

   i n  d i f fe re nt  c u lt u re s.  

•   S ke t c h  t h e  fo u r  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  d e c i d e d  wh i c h  o n e  t h e y  w i l l  c h o s e  t o  fo c u s  o n .

•   E a c h  b e  g ive n  a  t o i l e t  p a p e r  ro l l ,  a n d  h ave  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s c r a p  b ox ,  s c i s s o r s ,  a n d  

   g l u e  t o  c re a t e  t h e i r  3 - D  re p re s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h o s e n  e l e m e n t .  

•   Wr i t e  why  t h e y  c h o s e  t h e i r  e l e m e n t ,  a n d  h ow  t h e i r  wo rk  re p re s e n t s  i t .  

L E S S O N  2 :   E L E M E N T S 

M e d i a :  P a i n t i n g  ( 2 n d - 5 t h ) 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•  L o ok  at  t he  ch a rac te r i st i c s  o f  e ach  e le me nt .

•   C ho os e  a n  e le me nt  t hey  fe e l  re p re s e nt s  t he i r  p e rs o n a l ity  b e st .

•   D i s c u s s  how  t he  e le me nt s  ca n  b e  re p re s e nte d  c re at ive ly.

•   D raw  t he i r  e le me nt .

•   Rev i ew  t i nt s  a n d  s h a de s  i n  we t  me d i a .

•   Pa i nt  ( te ache r ’s  cho i ce  o f  we t  me d i a )  t he i r  wo rk  u s i ng  t he  colo rs  t h at  b e st  re p re s e nt  

  t h at  e le me nt . 

•   Wr ite  a  p a rag rap h  o n  how  t he i r  e le me nt  re p re s e nt s  t he m .

L E S S O N  3 :   A  WAV E  O F  C R E AT I O N

M e d i a :  A s s e m b l a ge  C o l l a b o ra t ive  ( K- 5 t h )  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l :

•  D i s c u s s  co l l a b o ra t ive  a r t ,  i t s  i m p o r t a n ce ,  i t s  c h a l l e n ge s ,  a n d  i t s  b e n e f i t s .

•   S e l e c t  a  co l o r  fa m i ly  ( co u l d  b e  t i e d  t o  t h e i r  e l e m e n t )  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  u s e  t o  c re a t e  a  

  p i e ce  t o  t h e  Wave  o f  C re a t i o n .  

•   At t a c h  co n s t r u c t i o n  p a p e r  t o  a  t o i l e t  p a p e r  ro l l  i n  a  p a t t e r n  u s i n g  t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  

  co l o r  fa m i ly.

•   B ra i n s t o r m  why  a r t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  c re a t e  a  m a s t e r  l i s t  o f  wo rd s .

•   Wr i t e  why  t h ey  fe e l  a r t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  o n  t h e i r  p i e ce .

•   H e l p  t o  a t t a c h  f i n i s h e d  p i e ce s  t oge t h e r  i n t o  a  co l l a b o ra t e  Wave  o f  C re a t i o n .
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

M e t ro  P h o t o  G a l l e r y  a n d  M e t ro  P h o t og ra p h e r  G a r y  L ayd a

A r t i s t s :

M i c h a e l  A l l i s o n

B e t t y  a n d  L e e  B e n s o n

D e re k  C o t é

C h r i s t o p h e r  Fe n n e l l

B u d dy  Ja c k s o n

C ra i g  N u t t

S p e c i a l  T h a n k s :

Te d  E d i n ge r

S e l e c t i o n  P a n e l :

A m e l i a  Wi n ge r- B e a rs k i n

A n n e  H e n d e rs o n

B re n d a  M c S u rl ey

B e c k y  S t o l l

L a q u i t a  S u m m ey

D i a n a  Jo h n s o n  Wi l e s

A n d e rs o n  Wi l l i a m s

Fo r m e r  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s :

E r i k  C o l e M i ke  Ja m e s o n

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s :

B u d dy  B a ke r

A n t h o ny  D av i s

D u a n e  D o m i ny

Ja co b i a  D owe l l

F ra n k  H a r r i s o n

Pe t e r  We s t e rh o l m


